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/F/ ootsteps on dark soi -:J hush of breath,
dread of latch_squeak'for no reason.
But no reasonable reasor;@]ﬁ st {3' let the hens
sleep longer than | this mor.
Thr, Fwandered back, pre-dawned o thd first routine®
<Hre dog food. The coffee. The news. The morning,
atelyglately dawn dulls a bit, eveah
-~ an Ofiver awakeg in the dim

Fhegreets)With songe , Burbled-aimest, / s ;
Suxnbut soft melody rises/as shé strts by =,

Cé'—| od morning.Bilent, | nod ~
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| check fer-eggs midday, wagering as | walk
which corner or nest will hold the clutch,

" hen warmed and.if she’s there also crabby
liberal with her beak,/#ierce-eyed she’d jamma itin my thumb.

Today a half dozentstolen to judge by the loud protests.

) Two:OIiversiioveégA Three plain Buffs.
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A shape, effortiess. Rounded joy,and,.

< and inexplicable/ as if explanaTon is,
is required.
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Lightly, half unwmq\a plod of shape+~light
footsteps on dark soil; hush of breath /~

w dread of Ia%:queak—but for no reason.

prav No reasonabte reason. Just let hens |
sleep longer than | could this morning. Lal Iy
Then wander back, pre-dawned, into firstroutine:
Dog food. Coffee. News. The morning, lately.

Lately dawn dulls a bit, fevealing
a thirsty Oliver awal&ﬁfr{the dim who greets
with*song - Burbling melody rises

a chickened good morning,ane<silent, | nod,
navigate hen foxholes as new dawn alights.
Daily repeats, repeats spring light's scripts
of water, feed, feathers, and eggs.

Ao

pltere
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Daily repeats, repeats spring light's scripts o e

of water, feed, feathers, and‘eggs.
I check midday, wagering as | walk
i which corner or nest will hold the clutch,

/éf hen warmed and, if she’s there, also crabby st
ﬂ liberal with her beak, fierce-eyed she'd jam it inmy thumb. 4.
&half dozen—stolen to judge Ceckfey

Two lovely Olivers. A jeweled Wyandotte. Three plain Buffs.

Orb-like, unspherically lumped, $hapedas fiengruns, “”"5(‘
tucked into an end nest this-time” only the dotte warme&l .
But no ﬁght,ﬂgembedded beak, but-one complaints:

) ——— 52 A %
/ still, # €88 offerings unwrap hidden folds of beauty.
A
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e
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. An dnedivent reality..alse effortlessdunfolds in fingers
| dightly half unwilled, a plod of shapeslight/
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Mook ?ikazﬁf

I am, half unwilled, a clod of shape, my light
footsteps on dark soil, my hush of breath

and dread of latchsqueak—nbut for no reason.
At least, no reasoned reason. Just let hens
sleep longer than | could this morning.

Then wander back, pre-dawned, into early routine:
Dog food. Coffee. News. The morning, lately.
Lately dawn dulls a bit, revealing

a thirsty Oliver awakened in the dim and greets
with cacklesong whose burbling melody rises

a chickened good morning. Silent, | nod,
navigate hen foxholes as new dawn alights.
Daily repeats??epeatj spring light's scripts

of water, feed, feathers, and now eggs.
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Daily repeats?repeato spring light's scripts

of water, feed, feathers, and more eggs.

| check for them midday, wagering as | walk

which corner or nest will hold the clutch,

hen warmed and, if she’s there, also crabby

liberal with her beak. She’d jam it in my wrist.

A half dozen—stolengto judge from cackled outrage.

o dovely Olivers. Ajeweled Wyandotte. Three plain Buffs.
- Orb-like, unspherically lumped, hengrunt shapes

tucked into an end nest, only the Wyandotte's warm.

But no fight, no bloodied beak, some complaints.

An unequal exchange: their fruit for my dry pellets.

A practical reality: hens’ exertions cracked for food.

Still, from such offerings unwrap hidden folds of beauty.



Such offerings unwrap hidden folds of beauty—
/#;eir shape?iffortless Rourfded joy and wordless.

that points and sweeps,/gathering together
the ungatherable, herding wisps and mysteries.
VA% Fhis £gg no longer is-gg.egg utine transmutes te-ritwat=+A
AFpointirg to things unfalded/sti

An unevident reality effortlessly unfolds in fingers Seans rnad,
half unwilled, a clod of shape and sometimes light?
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| am, half whwilted, a clod of shape, my light

shmbleafootsteps on dark soil, my hush of breath

Jask ——
il

n

and dread of latchsqueak—but for no reason.

At least, no reasoned reason. Just let hens

sleep longer than | could this mgrning. vy ide
Then wander back?'pre—dawn wto routine:
D.og@od. Coffee. News. The morning, lately.”
Lately'dawn dulls a bit, revealing 3

a thirsty Oliver awaken&e in the dim and greetd
with cacklesong,y Aﬁlrbiing melody rises

a chickened good morning. Silent, | nod,

navigate hen foxholes as new dawn alights.

Daily repeats repeat spring light's scripts

of water, feed, feathers, and now eggs.
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Daily repeats repeat spring light's scripts
of water, feed, feathers, and more eggs.
| check for them midday, wagering as | walk
which corner or nest will hold the clutch,
hen warmed and, if she’s there, also crabby
liberal with her beak. She’d jam it in my wrist.
Ry 2548 A-hatf-dezen—stolen, to judge from cackle%outrage.
Lovely Olivers. Jeweled Wyandotte: lain Buffs.
Orb-like, unspherically lumpedyhengruntShapes-
tucked into an end nest, ety the Wyandotte's warm.
—Bﬂtgo fight, no bloodied beak, some complaintsL -
2’-— An unequal exchange: their fruit for my dry_pelets. el
A practical reality: hens’ exertions cracked for food.

#—from such offerings unwrap_hidden folds,6fbeauty?
Sk gs unwraphidden foldgBRbeauty™
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Such offerings unwrap hidden folds of beauty—

their shape eﬁonlesséroundem
U, FBTheEe language’s grasp weakens, turns to gesture k. sl ,{_

that points and sweeps, gathering together PR
the ungatherable, herding wisps and mysteries. Eadh

Victual egg n8longer ritual egg; bethrtransformed. ke, vlar
Routine transmutes and points to unseen things,
>which, unfolded, still*§lip and waver+anrd @7

Unseen until believed_, seen) by disbelig;,
as Heroditus said, not of eggs but of the gods.

_#h unevident reality effortlessly unfolds in fingers
half Lrwitted, a clod of shape aA# sometimes light?
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